Prayer Requests:
· MOURNING LOSSES: Families of: Bernard Goad; Ruth Dingley; Maria Rocco.
· RECENT SURGERY & OTHER HEALTH RELATED ISSUES: Ada Herrington (upcoming cyber-knife procedures); Dale Tremble (stomach surgery recovery); Julie Spess (test results); Lisa Brown (fell and broke/dislocated her right ankle requiring corrective surgery and upcoming physical therapy. Sprained left ankle); Rochelle Bentley (Missy Bentley’s daughter-in-law: infection in her stomach); J.R. Hager (upcoming gall bladder surgery Jan 16th); Cindy Marbach (possible liver transplant rejection); Corky House’s 11 yr. old nephew Tyler Barnett (18 hr. brain and face reconstructive surgery upcoming); Jimmy Haring (recent heart catheterization; health issues); Linda Gowdy (Extensive leg surgery recently); Pam Patterson (local neighbor of a member: badly broken leg, diabetes); Alexandria Gardja (little girl Matt knows of who is experiencing seizures); Connie King (diverticulitis); Earl Kesner (torn rotator cuff); Don Petty (recovery from “aortic dissection” repair surgery); Debra Wasaff; & Steve Burgess. 

· SUFFERING FROM CANCER: Paul Pickle; Ada Lou Herrington; Danny Edmonds; Kenneth Hamilton; Helen Scovil; Kenny Burgess; Madie Hodson; Wilma David; Bob Durham; & Darlene Tibbles.
January Service A+ssignments: 

Announcements: Kenny Bloomfield
Song Leaders: Sun. AM: Tom B; Sun. PM: Alex B; Wed PM: Matt M 
Opening Prayer: 1st: John P; 8th: Chris K; 15th: Dan H; 22nd: Corky H; 29th: Bryce B.            
Communion: Granville S; Jeff S; John B; Ty Smith.
Wed Devos: 11th: Matt; 18th: Dale; 25th: Ken; 1st: Doug; 8th: Corky; 15th: Bryce.

Care of Fellowship Hall: No meal…
Care of Communion: Lisa Brown; Karen Dingley.
Van Driver(s): Dan & Nancy Crossland.
BIRTHDAYS: Marvin Ledbetter (6th); Matthew Gayle (12th); Bill Jefferson (14th); Granville Sissom (15th); Kim Smith (19th); Tina Potts (24th); Paula Sissom (27th); Lance Plummer (27th); Adrianna Brown (30th); Gene Cruzen (31st).

ANIVERSARIES: Corky & Donna House (22nd).
      Welcome to worship this Lord’s Day, Jan. 8th, 2012!
                         -We are delighted with every soul present here today! To God be all the glory!

              -We would humbly ask all of our guests and visitors to please fill out a visitor’s card   

              from the pew rack in front of you and drop it in the collection plate when it passes.
  -A nursery for all who may need it is located immediately to your left as you exit the auditorium.
From the depths of the heart of your preacher: Karen and I wish to express our deepest and most heartfelt and overflowing love and gratitude to the members of this con-gregation for your love, prayers, encouragement, financial assistance, phone calls, concerns, and the absolutely beautiful and much-appreciated floral arrangement sent to the funeral home during the recent loss of my mother, and our subsequent trip to New England over the past two weeks. We wish to also express our gratitude for “y’all” taking such good care of Lisa and the family during her recent fall, surgery, and recovery period, as well as to thank those who filled in from the pulpit in my absence as well. 
Our love and respect for all that you are and all that you do in and for Christ Jesus our Lord and His church - so often times at great personal cost and sacrifice – continues to amaze us and to grow daily; and we just thank God that He has allowed us the privilege to be part of such a Christ-like and God-fearing group of His saints in the Beloved. We searched for a long time for just such a sincere, scriptural, and godly group of His people to work with, and can only pray that He allows us to continue that partnership for many more years to come, and indeed until He calls us home, so we hope.

Thank you again! And may God richly bless everything you do to glorify Him!!!
A Man Without a Bible is Like a Man Without a Horse 

(By brother Travis Main; edited/adapted)

There was a time when the saying “a man without a horse” was widely understood. Its meaning may not be as quickly grasped as it once was. However, the phrase certainly is applicable even in this age where many folks do not or have never owned a horse. “A man without a horse” is one who is incomplete. He is lacking. Perhaps, a similar situation today would be a man without a car, a job, or his spouse. Figuratively a man’s horse is that which gives him the desire to go forward and conquer in life and when it is not there, he struggles with his identity. For the next few minutes, consider how the Bible is the Christian’s horse.
In the early American west, the cowboy would rise each morning with a host of duties to do. He did not wake to a life of idleness and uncertainty about what to do. He had endless duties of mending fence; moving, watering, feeding, or branding cattle; and chores in town. His constant work mate was his horse. In this sense, the Christian and his Bible are like the cowboy and his horse: they are workmates through each and every day. The Christian is not meant to be idle (Matt. 25:24-30). He has many duties to be engaged in. In fact he was created for good works (Eph. 2:10). The Christian is to follow the example of Christ (I Ptr. 2:21), teach others (2 Tim. 2:24), encourage (Heb. 10:24), warn, comfort, support (I Thess. 5:14), relieve the widow and orphan, care for saints in need (I Jn. 3:17), and so much more. Through each and every task, his work mate (the Word of God) is to be there with him (Psm 40:8, 119:69, 80, 112; Eph. 6:10-17, Col. 3:16).

As a cowboy goes about his daily work, the horse is his source of power. It transports him, cuts cattle when needed, holds taught the rope that binds a calf, and totes any supplies that he requires. The horse is a power which saves the cowboy much time and effort. The Bible is the source of power for all Christians. It is a power for their salvation by the deliverance from sin (Rom. 1:16, I Cor. 1:18). It is the knowledge of God which gives man all things for life and Godliness [2 Ptr. 1:2-11]. The Word of God provides strength, for that Word is Christ (Jn. 1:1, Phil. 4:13).

The horse helps a cowboy travel farther. If he were left to his own path, he would stumble about and become weary. Yet the horse gives him an advantage and enables him to cover terrain with endurance and speed he does not have on his own. The word of God is a guide for man’s feet (Psm. 119:105). If man were left to his own way he would only find destruction (Prov. 14:12, I Ptr. 4:17). If a Christian holds fast the Word of God, he will reach the end of his journey no matter how long it may be (2 Thess. 2:15, Heb. 5:9). The advantage the Bible gives is the key to heaven and life. In it are the words of Jesus (Jn. 6:68) and it is only through Him man will be able to get to the Father (Jn. 14:6).

Being a cowboy is often a lonely profession. There may be long periods of time when there is no one around, but the cowboy’s horse. The horse becomes a good trusted friend, one he often trusts above men. The cowboy relies on the horse’s steps to be true and relies upon it as a warning in time of danger. He learns the horse inside and out and treats it with respect and care. In the same manner a Christian learns to properly handle God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15). Men may mock or belittle the Christian, but he trusts God’s word above them all (Psm. 119:42). Sometimes in this world a Christian feels alone, but if he simply turns to God’s Word, there is comfort (Psm. 119:50).

It should be easy to see the great many similarities between a cowboy with his horse and a Christian with his Bible, but what happens when someone – spiritually speaking – is “a man without a horse?” Consider that a great number of people are like “a man without a horse,” except, they have no clue what they are missing. They have a great ache, but don’t know how to fulfill it. They pursue self actualization, possessions, good works, self denial, approval, recognition, and love of others, yet, at the end of the day, it isn’t enough. Every-thing comes up empty for them. They are lonely for something and growing weary. Those who seek a true identity will find it (Matt. 7:7). Yet many like the rich young man of Matthew 19:16-22, [who,] when presented with the solution to their dilemma, refuse to accept it. They become frustrated and reject it as those of Acts 7:57-58. Sadly, many Christians at times seem to struggle with who they are and what their purpose is. Many of us have at times forgotten where our solace lies. We have ridden on the horse so long that we take it for granted. We begin to think we can do just as good or better on our own. So, we put the Word aside and begin to struggle. Sometimes it takes a while to realize the foolishness of our choice. Sometimes, folks refuse to admit their foolishness and keep on walking by the power of their own two feet or they just sit down and don’t go anywhere at all. They have once again become incomplete, lacking, “a man without a horse.”
The Word is a steed indeed. Christians must trust it, work with it, rely on its power, and allow themselves to be comforted by it. If their desire is to live eternally in heaven, the Word of God will be there (Isa. 40:8). It will be just as faithful and true as it has always been. In every good western movie, there is a scene where the cowboy is heading off to happier trails. The movie is ending, a good day’s work has been done, and the cowboy is a silhouette against a sun setting on all cares and troubles. He may have been battered, bruised, beaten, tested, and forsaken. However, his trusted horse is under him and he knows better days lie ahead. The same is true for the child of God (2 Cor. 4:7-18). When the final day sets on this ball of earth, may those hailing the name of Christ be riding the trusted Word, having it both with and within them, so they too, can draw close to the “Son.”
News, Notes, and announcements Insert!
1. TODAY: Men’s business meeting at 3:30 at the building. All men of the congregation are asked to attend to help carry out the work of the Lord’s church here in Cleveland. 

2. This coming Tuesday, January 10th is scheduled to be the annual Hope Harbor grocery pickup! If you have not yet brought in your contributions, time is running out!
3. Saturday, January 14th: Fellowship/Game Night beginning at 6 P.M. Please do not forget to bring board games, etc, for the children, as they will no longer be allowed to play in the auditorium as voted by the men at their December Men’s business meeting.

4. Sunday, February 5th: Two guest speakers & February fellowship dinner day.
5. Friday & Saturday, February 25th-26th “Affirming the Faith” seminar brochures remain available on the foyer table. Although Doug has already reserved rooms for those who have previously committed to attend, if you’re thinking of going, rooms remain available for this fantastic weekend of faith-building encouragement/fellowship. 
6. We are still in need of Sunday morning 3rd – 5th grade Bible class teacher. Please let Dale or one of the men know immediately if you would seek to serve God in this capacity. Other opportunities to sign up and teach the precious Word of God throughout the upcoming year, also remain available…  
7. Preparation for the Annual Glenpool Bible Bowl (scheduled for March 4th) began this past Wednesday night. We will be preparing/taking two teams to the competition. Participants are reminded to bring their NKJV Bibles to class each Wednesday night and plan to study hard. Parents are encouraged to read 1st Peter with their teens to both help them prepare for the Bible bowl and to increase their own learning. (See Alex for a reading schedule.) Please pray for our teens as they seek to, “Be diligent to present themselves approved to God, workers who do not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2nd Timothy 2:15 {alterations mine – AB})
8. The Moore Central church of Christ in Moore, OK, is hosting a huge youth rally on Saturday, January 21st, entitled “Bold Workers” (taken from 2nd Timothy 2:15). Please make sure that your 6th – 12th grader (and certainly any friends that they may wish to invite and take along as well), does not miss this great and faith-building one day event! A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. The deadline to sign-up to participate is Wednesday night, January 11th.  All paperwork must be turned in by that time. 
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The Cleveland Contender


“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).


Bulletin for the congregation of the church of Christ (as named in Romans 16:16, and seen in existence from Acts 2 through Revelation 22) which meets here at: 209 West Delaware Street, Cleveland, Oklahoma, 74020. 


Website: �HYPERLINK "http://www.clevelandcoc.com"�www.clevelandcoc.com�; Office: (918) 358-3952   





Schedule of Services: Sunday: Bible Class – 9:30 A.M; Worship – 


10:20 A.M. & 5:00 P.M; Wednesday: Bible Class – 7 P.M.


(Evangelist: Douglas E. Dingley (918) 805-0036; �HYPERLINK "mailto:doug.dingley@gmail.com"�doug.dingley@gmail.com�) 








