Prayer Requests:
· MOURNING LOSSES: D.R. & Crickett Smith & family in the loss of his grand-mother in Italy, Maria Rocco… 
· RECENT SURGERY & OTHER HEALTH RELATED ISSUES: Ada Herrington (Large cancerous tumor extending from frontal lobe of brain down into sinus cavities); Dale Tremble (stomach surgery recovery); Julie Spess (test results); Corky House’s 11 yr. old nephew Tyler Barnett (18 hr. brain and face reconstructive surgery 1st week in February); Jimmy Haring (recent heart catheterization; health issues); J.J. Hendrix (test results); Linda Gowdy (Extensive leg surgery recently); Pam Patterson (local neighbor of a member: badly broken leg, diabetes); Alexandria Gardja (little girl Matt knows of who is experiencing seizures); Connie King (diverticulitis); Earl Kesner (torn rotator cuff); Kristen Hager (recovery from several recent surgeries); Don Petty (recovery from “aortic dissection” repair surgery); Debra Wasaff; & Steve Burgess. 

· SUFFERING FROM CANCER: Paul Pickle; Ada Lou Herrington; Danny Edmonds; Kenneth Hamilton; Helen Scovil; Kenny Burgess; Madie Hodson; Wilma David; Bob Durham; & Darlene Tibbles.
January Service Assignments: 

Announcements: Kenny Bloomfield
Song Leaders: Sun. AM: Tom B; Sun. PM: Alex B; Wed PM: Matt M 
Opening Prayer: 1st: John P; 8th: Chris K; 15th: Dan H; 22nd: Corky H; 29th: Bryce B.            
Communion: Granville S; Jeff S; John B; Ty Smith.
Wed Devos: 28th: Tom; 4th: Tate; 11th: Matt; 18th: Dale; 25th: Ken; 1st: Doug; 8th: Corky.

Care of Fellowship Hall: No meal…
Care of Communion: Lisa Brown; Karen Dingley.
Van Driver(s): Dan & Nancy Crossland.
BIRTHDAYS: Marvin Ledbetter (6th); Matthew Gayle (12th); Bill Jefferson (14th); Granville Sissom (15th); Kim Smith (19th); Tina Potts (24th); Paula Sissom (27th); Lance Plummer (27th); Adrianna Brown (30th); Gene Cruzen (31st).

ANIVERSARIES: Corky & Donna House (22nd).

Karen and I wish to convey our most heartfelt gratitude to this congregation and the incredible Christian saints who comprise it for loving and allowing us to be away at my mother’s bedside during this most difficult of times. Please know that we love and miss “y’all” very much! And thank you so much for your prayers; they are a huge blessing!

 Welcome to worship this Lord’s Day, January 1st, 2012!
                         -We are delighted with every soul present here today! To God be all the glory!

           -We would humbly ask all of our guests and visitors to please fill out a visitor’s card   

              from the pew rack in front of you and drop it in the collection plate when it passes.
  -A nursery for all who may need it is located immediately to your left as you exit the auditorium.
What a wonderful morning and first day of the week – and year - to worship the Lord!
We are so grateful to God to be able to be here, and so grateful for each and every soul who has made Biblical spirit and truth, assembled worship their top priority this morning as well – AND SO IS GOD HIMSELF! (I Samuel 15:19-23; John 4:23-24). Welcome one and all!

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Not Knowing The Scriptures”

(By Charles Box; via Standing in the Gap Bulletin from the Nesbit, MS congregation)

The Sadducees said there is no resurrection. They tried to trap Jesus with the fol-lowing question: "Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the seventh. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her" (Matthew 22:24-28).

Jesus answered their question by saying. "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living" (Matthew 22:29-32). 
Those critics of Jesus missed two important points: (1) The Scriptures, and (2) The power of God. Their senseless questions would never have been asked if they had known the Scriptures. How many times, in religious discussion, have we found ourselves embarrassed because of not knowing the Scriptures? Often people make foolish statements concerning God or spiritual things because of a lack of faith in God or a lack of knowledge of the scriptures.
Not knowing the scriptures has led to acceptance of evolution. "For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God" (Hebrews 3:4). Houses are the result of planning and design. Houses do not happen by accident. God is the designer, planner, and creator of the world.

Not knowing the scriptures has led to a rejection of the Bible as God’s word. The words of the Bible are God's words given by the Holy Spirit. "These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual" (I Corinthians 2:13). Peter said inspired men spoke God's word as the Holy Spirit moved them (II Peter 1:20-21). The Bible is God's eternal word.
Not knowing the scriptures has led many to miss the theme of the Bible. Man has a sin problem. "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear" (Isaiah 59:1-2). God formed a plan to save man through the sacrifice of Jesus as Savior. The theme of the Bible is salvation through Jesus. There is salvation in no other (Acts 4:12).
Not knowing the scriptures has led to confusion about the church. Jesus promised to build His church, and did build His one church. "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it" (Matthew 16:18). The saved are added to Christ's church (Acts 2:47). The gospel of Christ produces the one body or church of Christ (Ephesians 4:4). If people knew the scriptures they would be contented to be united in God's one family, the church.

Not knowing the scriptures has led to denominationalism. Jesus desired and prayed for unity. "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me" (John 17:20-21). The Bible pictures denominationalism as something bad. "Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, 'I am of Paul,' or 'I am of Apollos,' or 'I am of Cephas,' or 'I am of Christ.' Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?" (I Corinthians 1:10-13). I must contend for the one God, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one hope, and one church!
Not knowing the scriptures has led people to reject baptism. Jesus said, "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16). Denominations teach, "He that believeth is saved and is then baptized to join the church." The Bible teaches that baptism is the final [essential] step in becoming a Christian. "For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). 

There is no greater privilege on earth than that of being a Christian. [And no greater knowledge than truly knowing it!]. A true Christian is Christ-like in word, deed, and thought. One major step in being just a Christian is that of knowing the scriptures and the power of God. So therefore we must “study” (II Timothy 2:15).
News, Notes, and announcements!
1. The Moore Central church of Christ youth rally is Saturday, January 21st. Please make sure that all 6th – 12th graders do not miss this great and faith-building one day event! Please see Alex for further details and sign the sheet on the bulletin board today. 
2. The Hope Harbor grocery truck is scheduled to be here on or about January 10th! 
3. Affirming the Faith seminar brochures remain available on the foyer table for this fantastic weekend of faith-building encouragement and fellowship. 
4. Our “Capsule Calendar” for the next few months would include, but not be limited to:
· Next Sunday, January 8th: Men’s Business Meeting scheduled to begin at 3:30.

· Tuesday, January 10th: Hope Harbor grocery pick-up scheduled for noon.

· Saturday, January 14th: Fellowship/Game Night beginning at 6 P.M.
· Saturday, January 21st: Moore Central one day Youth Rally: “Bold Workers.”

· Sunday, February 5th: Two guest speakers & February fellowship dinner day.

· Sunday, February 12th: Men’s Business Meeting scheduled to begin at 3:30.

· Saturday, February 18th: Fellowship/Game Night beginning at 6 P.M.

· Friday & Saturday, February 25th – 26th: Affirming the Faith in OKC.

· Sunday Afternoon, March 4th: Glenpool Bible Bowl. Let’s go youth group!

· Sunday through Wednesday, April 15th – 18th: Great Spring Gospel Meeting with brother Ben Williams from Glenpool, focusing on Christian Evidences!
 

 
The Cleveland Contender


“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).
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