But we don’t have to even wonder what Paul’s response would be, do we?  “All Scripture is God-breathed…” (1). “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things I write to you are the commandments of the Lord” (2). “… for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus… Therefore, he who rejects this does not reject man, but God… (3). “Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth” (4)? Remember: We cannot afford to be ashamed of the Lord and His words (5). Which perspective on Christianity, Paul’s or hers, do we most reflect in dealing daily with others? Are we too ashamed of what the Bible actually says to share it? 

(I) II Tim. 3:16; (2) I Cor. 14:37; (3) I Thess. 4:2, 8; (4) Gal. 4:16; (5) Mk. 8:34-38.
We also rejoice with great-grandmother Peggy Moreino as well as with Kristen and Brock Kendricks, who are the proud parents of 8 lb. baby Colton, born Tuesday, August 31st.
PRAYER REQUESTS:
· RECOVERIES FROM SURGERIES: Marion Crown, Tina Potts, Mike Burnett, Phyllis Weller, Steve Burgess, Linda Gowdy, Tom Jackson, & Melissa Young.
· SUFFERING FROM CANCER: Gaylord Burgess, Josh Sellers, Bill Brown, Charlotte Noble, Gene Turner, Dustin Davis, Cindy Marbach, & Michael Murphy
· HEALTH ISSUES: Pattie Beard (Peggy’s sister): upcoming surgery; Lindsay Cunningham (pregnancy); Vivian Gentry (Missy’s mother): detaching retina; Beau Davis, Shirley Hager, Ruth Haught, & J.D. Savage.
· UNDERGOING DIALYSIS: Frank Turner & Leo Garrison.
September Service Assignments:
Announcements: Don Sissom 
Song Leaders: Sun. AM: Tom B; Sun. PM: Alex B; Wed PM: Dale T.
Opening Prayer: 5th: Granville S; 12th: Hardy C; 19th: John P; 26th: Chris K. 
Communion: Alex B; Bob P; David B; John B.
Wed. Devos: Sept. 1st: Tate H; 8th: Dale T; 15th: Ken B; 22nd: Alex B; 29th: Doug D.
Care of Communion: Kim Smith; Anna Jefferson 
Van Driver(s): Dale & Marynell Trimble
September BIRTHDAYS: John Cunningham (4th); David Berger (5th); Sierra Campbell (7th); Dan Crossland (14th); Grace Colie (15th);  Alex Brown (17th); Ralph Smith (20th); Jason Hager (21st); Mary Pitts (26th). September ANIVERSARIES: Dan & Nancy Crossland (1st); Lawrence & Linda Petit (6th); Lester & Shirley Hager (30th).
                 Welcome to worship this Lord’s Day, Sept. 5th, 2010!
                          -We are delighted with every soul present here today! To God be all the glory!

               -We would humbly ask all of our guests and visitors to please fill out a visitor’s card   

          from the pew rack in front of you and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around.

-A nursery for all who may need it is located immediately to your left as you exit the auditorium.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
URGENT NEED & OPPORTUNITY FOR THE LORD’S CHURCH IN CLEVELAND to step up to the “plate” as it were, and deliver Meals on Wheels for a second straight month - as those who were designated and assigned to do so have “backed out.” What a great opportunity to show this community that we are first and foremost servants (as discussed in last Sunday night’s sermon) who are always willing to sacrifice and put others first, in the Name of Christ and to the glory of God. And the fact that we have two families who volunteered and delivered them in the heat of August, who will be gone some of the month of September, will give some of the rest of us who haven’t yet had the opportunity to serve in this way, to, as I say, step up to the “plate” and do so! This job generally takes two: a driver and a deliverer. So this makes it a fellowship opportunity as well. Just ask a brother or sister in the congregation if they’d like to help serve with you and sign up today! 
(It’s Labor Day weekend, so let’s get to laborin’ (!)
HOPE HAROR’S annual “Open House and Kids’ Day” is scheduled to take place on Saturday, September 25th beginning at 11 AM, rain or shine. This will also be the day the change cans have to be turned in so please make sure to have them back to Doug no later than the preceding Sunday, September 19th, and/or even earlier, if at all possible. Thanks!!
Other News, notes, and announcements of upcoming events:

1. Sunday, September 12th will be our monthly Men’s Business Meeting. 

2. ONE WEEK from tomorrow night, on Monday, the 13th, we will be showing the DVD, “Abortion; A Woman’s Right?” in the auditorium at 7 P.M. PLEASE plan now to attend, as well as to bring everyone you know to this event. I 
would remind us as always, that personal contact/invitations are still by far the most productive evangelistic tool available to us today. There are also a few posters available on the foyer table that I am requesting any member of this congregation who either owns, or maintains a busi-ness – or knows someone who does - might please post in that place of business. Let us not fail to bring our own teens as well as all of our religious friends and neighbors to see this vital expose of some truly staggering statistics! (Please bring refreshments).
3. Next Wednesday, the 15th, Alex will begin teaching a 7th-12th grade bible class at 7 P.M. in the high-school classroom for the older members of the youth group. 
4. Sunday, September 19th, brother Don Cherry, the preacher from the Poteau church of Christ will be our Sunday morning guest speaker and Bible class teacher while Doug is away preaching in Poteau. Our evening lesson will be presented by brother Alex Brown
5. Sunday, October 3rd will be our next and final for 2010, Bring-A-Friend-And-Fellow-ship Sunday. Please be planning and planting seeds now so that when the time comes we can fill the building. Invitations should be available next week on the foyer table. We can do it Cleveland! Instead of talking with those we know about news, sports, and weather, let’s talk to them constantly about what really matters - eternal life! Let’s be a real friend and share Jesus with them! Let’s get the word out! Let’s make sure we invite EVERYONE! God is with us (Matthew 28:18-20)! To God be the glory!
6. NEW DIRECTORIES are now available on the foyer table in a choice of cover colors.
7. Saturday, October 23rd, we will resume our Fellowship/Game Night at 6 P.M. 
8. Saturday November 13th:  “God’s Fantastic Woman” Ladies Day at Cushing. I have personally called them to discuss doctrine, and am subsequently satisfied to recommend this as a great opportunity close by for our good sisters to go, fellowship, and grow together at! See bulletin board for all further details! 
A 2010 perspective in a 64 A.D. response? You decide…
(A ‘fictitious’ letter from an imaginary sister I recently rediscovered; author unknown.)

Dear brother Paul; I am a member of the congregation at Corinth where we recently received a letter from you. I have been a member of the church for several years. My husband, however, is not a Christian, and I believe the negative letter you wrote did him and others much harm. I have several things to say about your letter to this congregation.


First, you are not even a member here. What business is it of yours to rebuke a congregation where you are not even a member? I thought Christians (especially preachers) were supposed to love others! I have read your letter two or three times and I just do not see any love on your part. Also, I did not see the spirit of Christ in your letter! It was bad enough that you sent that mean-spirited letter to us, but somehow others have copies of it as well. I think you did wrong preacher, by telling others about our problems. I don’t think we ought to air our dirty laundry for the world to see.


I know that the church here is not perfect. I will agree that we have some problems. Some are causing divisions, some are in adultery, some are making a common meal of the Lord’s Supper; some have strange ideas about the role of women in the church; some deny the resurrection; and some are fornicators. We have a few other minor problems but we are a very friendly church! You also called names in your letter. Now, brother Paul, do you think it is right to call names in a letter?

I have a lot of friends who are not Christians and some of them read your letter. I was really embarrassed for my friends to even know I am a Christian. I have apologized to all my non-Christian friends for your unkind letter. I hope you will send no more letters to our church. I remember reading one of your other letters where you said something about church autonomy. Well, I am asking you to leave us alone. We will do what we want to do. It is none of your business what we do here. I am also requesting that you take us off your mailing list. We do not want to receive your negative material. You do remember our mailing list don’t you? You should since you addressed your offensive letter to us by saying, “…unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.” Paul, I am so disappointed in you and your mean, un-Christlike spirit for sending this letter. I hope you will repent of your judgmental attitude toward us. We are good people here at Corinth. We have a fine church, great and increasing attend-ance, and we are very friendly. I hope you will think about the damage you have done. Little men like you will never cause the church to grow.

                                       ~Love, your sister in Christ from the church at Corinth, 57 A.D.  

 
The Cleveland Contender


“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).


Bulletin for the congregation of the church of Christ (as named in Romans 16:16, and seen in existence from Acts 2 through Revelation 22) which meets here at: 209 West Delaware Street, Cleveland, Oklahoma, 74020. 


Our constantly updated website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.clevelandcoc.com" �www.clevelandcoc.com�


Office: (918) 358-3952; E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@clevelandcoc.com" �info@clevelandcoc.com�   





Schedule of Services: Sunday: Bible Class – 9:30 A.M; Worship – 


10:20 A.M. & 5:00 P.M; Wednesday: Bible Class – 7 P.M.


(Evangelist: Douglas E. Dingley (918) 805-0036; �HYPERLINK "mailto:doug.dingley@gmail.com"�doug.dingley@gmail.com�) 








