7. Saturday, October 23rd, we will resume our Fellowship/Game Night at 6 P.M. here at the building.

8. Saturday November 13th:  “God’s Fantastic Woman” Ladies Day at Cushing. I have personally called them to discuss doctrine, and am subsequently satisfied to recommend this as a great opportunity close by for our good sisters to go, fellowship, and grow together at! See bulletin board for all further details such as contact number, RSVP date, and etc! 

PRAYER REQUESTS:
· RECOVERIES FROM SURGERIES: Tina Potts, Mike Burnett, Phyllis Weller, Steve Burgess, Linda Gowdy, Ron Campbell, Tom Jackson, & Melissa Young.
· SUFFERING FROM CANCER: Gaylord Burgess, Josh Sellers, Bill Brown, Charlotte Noble, Gene Turner, Dustin Davis, Cindy Marbach, Michael Murphy.
· HEALTH ISSUES: Beau Davis, Shirley Hager, Ruth Haught, & J.D. Savage.
· UNDERGOING DIALYSIS: Frank Turner & Leo Garrison.
September Service Assignments:
Announcements: Don Sissom 
Song Leaders: Sun. AM: Tom B; Sun. PM: Alex B; Wed PM: Dale T.
Opening Prayer: 5th: Granville S; 12th: Hardy C; 19th: John P; 26th: Chris K. 
Communion: Alex B; Bob P; David B; John B.
Wed. Devos: Sept. 1st: Tate H; 8th: Dale T; 15th: Ken B; 22nd: Alex B; 29th: Doug D.
~We would certainly love to have any of our other male church members join this list!

Care of Communion: Kim Smith; Anna Jefferson 
Van Driver(s): Dale & Marynell Trimble
BIRTHDAYS:
John Cunningham (4th); David Berger (5th); Sierra Campbell (7th); Dan Crossland (14th); Grace Colie (15th);  Alex Brown (17th); Ralph Smith (20th); Jason Hager (21st); Mary Pitts (26th).
ANIVERSARIES:
Dan & Nancy Crossland (1st); Lester & Shirley Hager (30th).
      Welcome to worship this Lord’s Day, August 29th, 2010!
                          -We are delighted with every soul present here today! To God be all the glory!

               -We would humbly ask all of our guests and visitors to please fill out a visitor’s card   

          from the pew rack in front of you and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around.

-A nursery for all who may need it is located immediately to your left as you exit the auditorium.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I once again count my blessings, of which you in this congregation are amongst my greatest, and praise God for the ever-present encouragement that you faithful in Christ in Cleveland are to me. Last week’s two sermons, designed to encourage those who have chosen for whatever reason to no longer attend worship and Bible study on a regular basis with us to really examine where they are and where they need to be both physically on Sundays as well as spiritually always, entitled “Feast & Flourish… or Separate & Perish,” were copied on audio C.D. for distribution to 17 different families and/or individuals – SEVENTEEN! Isn’t that awesome? But now I beseech you all, to please pray hard for the recipients thereof, that they might be receptive to the critical and essential nature of the Biblical truths contained therein, and then to be immediately obedient to the call to repent and return to the open arms and loving hearts of the Lord’s church. To God be all the glory!

In addition, please keep in your prayers one Joanna Williams. This is the lady I recently told you about in a Wednesday evening devotional, who was a contact made as a direct result of God’s using our Cleveland ladies’ craft group, “Helping Hands for Christ,” on a recent trip to make a delivery to the Claremore Veteran’s Center. Sister Mary Hixson from Owasso informs me that Joanna suffers from a few physical issues, but that a Bible Study is in the works and that she seems receptive. Let us pray that her heart is indeed receptive, as well as that her physical health might improve, and let us also pray for those studying with her; all that we might soon have another new sister in Christ.     
Speaking of the ladies’ craft outreach and how God is continually blessing that labor of love, two things: Last Tuesday Oscar Hixson and I had the privilege of presenting the program’s efforts to 16 brothers gathered at a preacher’s/elder’s luncheon in Tulsa. Perhaps, hopefully, prayerfully, in days to come a few other Oklahoma congregations besides Cleveland and Owasso might look to imple-ment such an outreach to the glory of God. And secondly; there is a wonderful young lady named Cindy we’ve gotten to know, who is in charge of the yarn department at the Stillwater Hobby Lobby, who has agreed to call us whenever the yarn our ladies use is going on sale. She called last Wednesday night, and first thing Thursday morning we were able to pick up 59 skeins of yarn that would normally sell for $3.39/skein (totaling $200.01), for an average of $1.82/skein (totaling $107.43). God does indeed bless the efforts of those who seek to be good stewards and who sacrifice so much of their time, effort, and energies on behalf of others, all to His glory! 
Accepting Christ 
(By G. K. Wallace; via Nesbit, MS bulletin)
Words are signs of ideas. It is important then that we ask, "What is the idea conveyed by the words that are being used?" We constantly hear such expressions as "accepting Christ," "total commitment," "a full surrender," and "receiving Christ as your personal Saviour." What do men mean by these terms?

I have been listening to denominational preachers for 40 or 50 years and I think I know what they are saying. There was a time when sectarian preachers were constantly making fun of what Jesus said in Mark 16:16 and what Peter said in Acts 2:38. They would refer to my brethren as "water ducks" and "mossbacks." They would laugh at John 3:5 and say, "only three things are born of water. They are mosquitoes, tadpoles and Campbellites." Of course, Jesus did not say be born of water. He said be born of "water and the Spirit." I am neither a mosquito, tadpole, nor a Campbellite, and I was not born of water. I was born of "water and the Spirit."

In generations past and present, denominational preachers have used special terms to deny that a person is to be born of water and the Spirit and that baptism is FOR the remission of sins. Their approach to this is by saying you must "accept Christ." By this, they mean you are to skip baptism because they say baptism "is not part of the grace of God..." When they talk about "preaching Christ," they mean you are to disregard "the words of Christ." When they talk about a "total commitment," they skip the commandments of Jesus Christ and [just intimate] "let your conscience be your guide." When sectarian preachers talk about "surrendering to Christ," they mean "avoid" obedience to the gospel of Christ. When sectarian preachers talk about receiving a "personal Saviour," they mean, "Christ comes into the life of the alien sinner separate and apart from obeying the gospel of Christ."
When the evangelist Philip preached Christ, the eunuch asked to be baptized (Acts 8:35-36). How can one preach Christ and not tell a man to be baptized? How can one accept Christ and, at the same time, refuse to be baptized? Accepting Christ has always meant accepting what Christ taught. When Peter concluded his great sermon on Pentecost, the record says, "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized" (Acts 2:41). The people on Pentecost received Christ by receiving His word. All who rejected Peter's words rejected Christ. Only those who accepted the teachings of Christ while he was here in person accepted Christ. Likewise, all who come to Christ today must do so by the teachings and instructions by Him given. Christ draws all men through teaching (John 6:44-45). When the apostles went out to preach the great commission they were thereby preaching Christ. This was the burden of all their discourses. The prophet said, "They shall all be taught of God" (Isa. 54:13). Therefore all who have been properly taught through the living oracles concerning Jesus of Nazareth, and have obeyed those words have come to Him.

Christianity has never changed. Its laws and ordinances are still the same as they were in the first century. It is ridiculous, absurd and sectarian to talk to people about coming to Christ, and leave the impression that they can do so without doing what Jesus taught. To deny that baptism is a part of the grace of God is to deny the Bible. If baptism does not belong to the grace of God, it belongs to the grace of the devil. If you have been baptized, your baptism is either of the grace of God or the grace of the devil.

Suppose you are sick and nigh unto death. Your beloved doctor calls to see you, diagnoses your case and tells you that he is positive he can be of assistance and effect a cure. You rejoice at hearing his words and then he picks up his pen and begins to write. You turn to him and ask, "What is that you're doing, doctor?" [He] replies, "I'm writing a prescription suited to your case which you should carefully take according to my instructions." Then suppose you say, "Doctor, I can have no-thing to do with your pills and powders. I believe in you! I want you personally, but your pills and powders can have no place in my life and cannot be a part nor a means of healing. My confidence is in you. [He] would likely reply, "He that rejects my remedy, rejects me, and he that has no confidence in what I prescribe as a means of healing, has no confidence in me." (cf. John 12:48).
The book of Acts was written to illustrate the laws of the kingdom of God and particularly those that relate to primary obedience. Such examples as the conversion of Saul and of the eunuch (Acts 22:16; 8:35-37) make the way of obedience so plain that no one but the most prejudiced can fail to understand what to do to be saved. It should be our custom today to preach with the same vigor and force that was characteristic of pioneer preachers of previous generations. Human nature has not changed and it will ever remain the same. The needs of man are the same and the answer to those needs were revealed in the word of God 2,000 years ago. …The blood of Christ still cleanses men today who believe in Christ, (Jn. 8:24), repent of their sins, (Lk. 13:3), confess that faith, (Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:10), and are baptized into Christ for the remission of sins (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38).    

Why Stress The Importance Of Baptism?
A continuing topic of discussion is the way one becomes a child of God. The old question, “What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30), is still very new when one realizes his/her need of salvation. The answer given, according to the Bible is: To be saved, the individual is to believe in Christ as God’s Son (Acts 16:210-14); repent of sins (Acts 17:30-31); confess faith that Jesus is the Christ (Romans 10:9-10); and be baptized to be saved (Mark 16:16). [Of course then, one must live faithfully until death as well – II Timothy 4:7-8; Revelation 2:10-11 ~ DED]. When these matters are discussed, a question which often arises is: Why stress the importance of baptism? This question is well answered in the following list of Bible reasons. 
It is interesting and edifying to note that “water”… “baptism”…
· Stands between the sinner and SALVATION (Mk. 16:16; I Ptr. 3:21).
· Stands between the sinner and REMISSION/FORGIVENESS OF SINS (Acts 2:38).
· Stands between the sinner and WASHING AWAY OF SINS (Acts 22:16).
· Stands between the sinner and CALING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD FOR 
   SALVATION (Acts 22:16).

· Stands between the sinner and THE DEATH OF CHRIST (Rom. 6:3).
· Stands between the sinner and PUTTING ON CHRIST BY FAITH (Gal. 3:26-27).
· Stands between the sinner and BECOMING A NEW CREATION (II Cor. 5:17).
· Stands between the sinner and CLEANSING (Eph. 5:26).
· Stands between the sinner and SANCTIFICATION (Eph. 5:26).
· Stands between the sinner and PUTTING AWAY THEIR SINS (Col. 2:11 ff).
· Stands between the sinner and NEW LIFE IN CHRIST (Eph. 2:6). 
· Stands between the sinner and BEING QUICKENED WITH CHRIST (Eph. 2:5).
· Stands between the sinner and FORGIVENESS (Acts 2:38; Col. 1:13). 
· Stands between the sinner and THE KINGDOM (Jn. 3:3-5).
· Stands between the sinner and THE BLOOD OF CHRIST (Jn. 19:34).
· Stands between the sinner and A GOOD CONSCIENCE (I Ptr. 3:21).
· Stands between the sinner and THE PROMISE OF CHRIST (Acts 2:39). 
· Stands between the sinner and BEING IN THE BODY OF CHRIST (I Cor. 12:12).
(Just a somewhat interesting little F.Y.I: If the above looks vaguely familiar, it is adapted from an old copy of a December 2nd, 2006, Cleveland Bulletin which I recently came across… ()
News, notes, and announcements of upcoming events:

1. Please take a moment before you leave today to be sure that your contact info is accurate on the new directory draft posted on the bulletin board.
2. Sunday, September 12th will be our monthly Men’s Business Meeting. 

3. Two weeks from tomorrow night, on Monday, September 13th, we will be showing the DVD, “Abortion; A Woman’s Right?” in the auditorium at 7 P.M. PLEASE plan now to attend, as well as to bring everyone you know to this event. The last one we showed was somewhat of a bust attendance-wise as only a few church members and no one from the community showed up. This coming Wednesday’s Cleveland American’s “Faith Matters” section from us, as well as next week’s “And You Shall Know The Truth” column will both highlight this event. However, personal contact/invitations are still by far the most productive evangelistic tool available to us today. Let us not fail to bring our own teens as well as to invite and bring all of our religious friends and neighbors to see this vital expose of some truly staggering statistics!
4. Sunday, September 19th, brother Don Cherry, the preacher from the Poteau church of Christ will be our Sunday morning guest speaker and Bible class teacher while Doug is away preaching in Poteau. Our evening lesson will be presented by brother Alex Brown and will detail (from a somewhat different perspective I believe) why it would be Biblically impossible and also contradict God, for Christ to come back in the future to establish and reign over an earthly kingdom from a literal, physical throne in Jerusalem.
5. Sunday, September 19th will also be the deadline for returning the Hope Harbor change cans here, as they must be delivered by the following Saturday, the 25th, to Hope Harbor, as that will be the date of their annual Open House; an event which any and all wishing to attend are earnestly encouraged and invited to. (Further details will soon be made available). Where Doug will be gone on the deadline, please let him know the following week where your can was left so he doesn’t leave any out.
6. Sunday, October 3rd will be our next and final for 2010, Bring-A-Friend-And-Fellow-ship Sunday. Please be planning and planting seeds now so that when the time comes we can fill the building. We can do it Cleveland! Let’s get the word out! Let’s invite EVERYONE! God is with us (Matthew 28:18-20)! Invitations available soon.
 
The Cleveland Contender


“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).


Bulletin for the congregation of the church of Christ (as named in Romans 16:16, and seen in existence from Acts 2 through Revelation 22) which meets here at: 209 West Delaware Street, Cleveland, Oklahoma, 74020. 


Our constantly updated website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.clevelandcoc.com" �www.clevelandcoc.com�


Office: (918) 358-3952; E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@clevelandcoc.com" �info@clevelandcoc.com�   





Schedule of Services: Sunday: Bible Class – 9:30 A.M; Worship – 


10:20 A.M. & 5:00 P.M; Wednesday: Bible Class – 7 P.M.


(Evangelist: Douglas E. Dingley (918) 805-0036; �HYPERLINK "mailto:doug.dingley@gmail.com"�doug.dingley@gmail.com�) 








