1. Our prayers and sympathies go out to one of our former elders’, Bill Hick’s family, in his passing this past week. Services were held yesterday at Chapman-Black.

2. Please be sure that your contact info is accurate on the new directory draft posted on the board.

3. If you chew gum in the auditorium, please dispose of it properly!
4. Because our young people are so important to us, I am asking that all school-agers who are involved in sports, drama, music, or any other such extra-curricular activities, might bring me a copy of their schedule so that it can be made available to the entire congregation. 
5. Tina Potts’ new mailing address is 605 N. Division St, Cleveland.

6. Alex & Lisa’s new mailing address will soon be 702 Cedar Court, Cleveland.

7. Three weeks from tomorrow night, on Monday, Sept. 13th, we will be showing the DVD, “Abortion; A Woman’s Right?” in the auditorium at 7 P.M. PLEASE plan now to attend, as well as to bring friends to this event. The last one we showed was somewhat of a bust attendance-wise as only a few church members and no one from the community showed up. Let us not fail to bring our teens as well as religious friends and neighbors to see this vital expose!

8. Sunday, September 19th, brother Don Cherry, the preacher from Poteau will be our Sunday morning guest speaker and Bible class teacher while Doug is away preaching in Poteau. 

9. Sunday, October 3rd will be our next and final for 2010, Bring-A-Friend-And-Fellowship Sunday. Please be planning and planting seeds now so that when the time comes we can fill the building. Invitations available soon…
10. Saturday November 13th:  “God’s Fantastic Woman” Ladies Day at Cushing. Great opportu-nity close by for our good sisters to go, fellowship, and grow together! See board for details! 
PRAYER REQUESTS:
· RECOVERIES FROM SURGERIES: Tina Potts, Mike Burnett, Phyllis Weller, Steve Burgess, Bill Brown, Linda Gowdy, Ron Campbell, Tom Jackson, & Melissa Young.
· SUFFERING FROM CANCER: Gaylord Burgess, Josh Sellers, Bill Brown, Charlotte Noble, Gene Turner, Dustin Davis, Cindy Marbach, & Michael Murphy.
· HEALTH ISSUES: Beau Davis, Shirley Hager, Ruth Haught, & J.D. Savage.
· UNDERGOING DIALYSIS: Frank Turner & Leo Garrison.
August Service Assignments:  Announcements: Kenneth Bloomfield 
Song Leaders: Sun. AM: Alex B; Sun. PM: Dale T; Wed PM: Doug D.

Opening Prayer: 1st: Tate H; 8th: Bob P; 15th: Jeff S; 22nd: Ralph S; 29th: Doug D.

Communion: Granville S; Don S; Dan H; Marion C.

Wed. Devos: 25th: Tom B; Sept. 1st: Tate H; 8th: Dale T; 15th: Ken B; 22nd: Alex B; 29th: Doug D.
Care of Communion: Barbara Turner; JoAnn Archerd. Van Driver(s): Vada Potts
REMAINING AUGUST BIRTHDAYS: Nancy Crossland (24th); Missy Cook (26th); Connie Beckstrom (28th); Lisa Brown (30th); Kenny Bloomfield (30th). 
      Welcome to worship this Lord’s Day, August 22nd, 2010!
                          -We are delighted with every soul present here today! To God be all the glory!

               -We would humbly ask all of our guests and visitors to please fill out a visitor’s card   

          from the pew rack in front of you and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around.

-A nursery for all who may need it is located immediately to your left as you exit the auditorium.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I am still a bit overwhelmed by the gracious encouragement received after preaching last week’s two-sermon, “old-time religion” mini-series entitled, “I Am NOT Ashamed! …Of the Lord, His Holy Name, Or His One N.T. Church.” Comments from local congregants, as well as via e-mail, were quite encouraging and very humbling to say the least. And I would simply remind everyone at this point that all sermons (dating back to last December) are currently available both upon request on audio C.D from Doug, as well as on the website in downloadable MP-3 format for you to either review, or share with family, friends, and/or religious neighbors and co-workers who need the Lord Jesus and to be in His church/saved body/kingdom whether they know it or not. And that availability will of course include today’s two sermons which I hope many will request copies of to give to those members of the Lord’s church who are seldom if ever seen now in our Bible studies and worship assemblies. Both of today’s two sermons, as well as this bulletin, are meant to reflect on but a brief few of the many reasons why some who were once converted are never here anymore, while others can’t be kept away – and what divides the two groups. I believe that if we can perhaps understand what differentiates them, we can, by the grace and power of almighty God, perhaps decrease the non-attending group, while increasing the faithful one.   
Are You A Gladiator… Or A Spectator?
Tom Landry, the former coach of the Dallas Cowboys, once commented on the "walk-ons" who showed up each spring to try out for the team. Talent, he observed, was in abundance. Intense passion and desire were not. And passionate desire is what God longs for in us who would seek to know Him, "Devote your heart and soul to seeking the Lord your God…” (1 Chronicles 22:19a).
In our striving to grow spiritually, Peter tells us to: "make every effort… ", "[Apply] all diligence… ", "Work hard…" (2 Peter 1:5a – niv, nasb, Living). That is, we are to make constant moral and spiritual progress similar to an army that is steadfastly marching toward its objective: Determined. Progressing. Undaunted. Thus, "the Christian life must not be an animated spasm, followed by a chronic inertia" (Moffat). Rather, we are to be resolute in our intention of reaching spiritual maturity. In our quest, it would help us to keep in mind the fact that "faith is not only a commitment to the promises of God, but also to the demands of Christ" (William Barclay).
Many years ago, I had the privilege of leading a 50 year old man to Christ. Talk about a man with a passionate desire to know God! The guy attacked the issue of spiritual growth with the ardor of a Roman "gladiator!" Immediately he started studying and memorizing the Scriptures, devouring Christian books, downloading Christian material each morning off the net, etc., etc. Soon he initiated a Bible study with his old college drinking buddies, keen that they too would know the Savior.
By way of contrast, I more recently attempted to help a man who had supposedly recommitted his life to Christ after squandering everything he had on women and gambling. Late for the appointment, he declined my offer for assistance, lamely explaining that he just could not get over his habit of chasing women. Sidelined for his lack of passion to follow Jesus, the Christian life for him will probably remain a "spectator" experience.

QUESTION: So tell me, do you have the heart of a gladiator… or a spectator? Are you passionately pursuing God? Or are you like most of the guys showing up for the Cowboys' tryouts: Talented, but mediocre in spirit. For talented, but dispassionate walk-ons, participating at the "gladiator" level will remain an unfulfilled dream as they join the ranks of faceless spectators, who never make the Heavenly team… 
Wheat And Tares
“…But while he slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way" (Matt. 13:25).
HOW CLEARLY our Lord taught the personality of satan! In His explanation of this parable, He said distinctly, "The enemy that sowed them is the devil." He knew that in every heart--in the church as well as in the world--the great enemy of God's Kingdom, and of human happiness, is always at work, sowing tares. The seed may be very small, but in a single night irreparable injury may be wrought.
Notice that we become as the seed we receive--those who receive the wheat-seed become wheat; those who receive the tare-seed become tares. "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." How careful we should be over the books we read, the companionship and friendships that we form, and the recreations that we take part in. Such are some of the processes by which our characters are being made (Rom. 6:1-23). If we are thoughtless and careless, we expose ourselves to the reception of tare-seed, which germinates into weeds and rubbish. Of course, if our necessary duties take us into scenes where evil is rife, we may claim the keeping power of Christ, and hide ourselves in Him. As the doctor or nurse will protect themselves when operating on a diseased body, so must we heartily and constantly protect ourselves from the microbes of temptation (Gal. 5:16-17; 6:7-8).
There is not much difference, it is said, between wheat and tares, in the earlier stages of growth; it is only when the harvest comes that the distinction is clearly and dearly defined. So; in the church and the world, there are many counterfeits; people who seem to be good and true, but they are not what they seem, and in the day of reckoning they will be rooted up and cast forth as rubbish. The two classes that will be rejected at last are, "All that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity" (Matt. 13:41, R.V.). It may be that you are not among those that do iniquity in any of its glaring forms, but are you causing others to stumble by your inconsistent behavior, attendance, or worldliness? Let each of us carefully examine ourselves, and constantly open our hearts to receive from the hand of the Lord Jesus the incorruptible seed which He waits and desperately wants to implant by His Word each and every day, but especially on His Day, Sunday, when His people meet to receive said seed!
(Adapted; Via Wellington Smith; evangelist for the Wingate, NC, church of Christ who sends out his e-mailed Daily Devotionals,” as these two, to all who request them, at either: wingatechurch@windstream.net; or, wellington2010@windstream.net.)
Caring for the Newborn

(Adapted; By Ken Joines; Vol. IV; May 2007 No. 5)
“We’re Pregnant!” the young couple announces to their families. Everyone is excited and elaborate plans are laid for the blessed event. A room is set aside, decorated and furnished. They’re already buying toys and clothing. The name is finally selected. Everything is in readiness. Finally the baby arrives to everyone’s delight. Birth announcements hit the mail.
This little person is entirely helpless and dependent upon others for nearly everything. He cannot feed or clothe himself. He is far from being potty-trained. He can’t read. He doesn’t even have any teeth. He can’t sit up without help. He can’t walk. Or talk. He’ll learn to ride a bike but it’ll be a long while. He will have to be taught about danger. Babies have to be taught that you don’t just cry all the time or throw a tantrum over everything. But this takes time.
Now, we don’t give up and throw a baby out just because he can’t talk, walk, dress himself, and do all the things that he will someday be able to do. No. We work with him patiently because we love him and want to see him develop into a mature individual. When he falls over on his bike we don’t let him think he’ll never learn to ride it. No, we help him up and even run alongside him so he won’t fall again. In a similar way, we must learn how to care for the spiritual newborn. When a person is baptized into Christ he is what we properly call a “babe in Christ,” or “infant in Christ” (I Cor. 3:1; Heb. 5:13). There are so many things he cannot do. If he comes from what we call an unchurched background he doesn’t really know how to read the Bible. He needs to learn the difference between the Old and New Testaments. He needs to know the difference between the Gospels and the Epistles. He may not yet understand so many doctrinal points. There are important concepts that he will later grasp that are foreign to him in this infant state.

And yet, I have witnessed a good many infants in Christ who were destroyed and lost because some older church member who ought to know better became impatient with him, caused him to feel like a failure, and drove him away. I have actually heard church members say, “Well, he ought to know better… he’s been a Christian for nearly a year now.” I’ve heard infant Christians given a virtual tongue-lashing for missing Wednesday night services. Or using language that we don’t approve. Let me tell you about one case that I knew personally. A man who grew up in a pretty ungodly family was taught and baptized by my older brother. The man was a carpenter by trade. His language was, well let’s say it was colorful. He had grown up cursing in nearly every breath. This man had been a Christian for nearly a year when he told me, “There are times when I’m nailing a rafter on a house and hit my finger instead of the nail, and before I know it, I have let out a string of curse words just like I did before I was saved.” He said at times he had sat down and actually cried and asked God to give him strength to overcome this bad habit. And he finally did overcome the bad habit. And if certain holier-than-thou church members had been with him they would probably have lit into him  
and caused him to feel like he wasn’t really a Christian or he wouldn’t use words like that. He simply needed to grow, to mature in Christ. Hear me. The Christian life is a growth process. It is not something that comes over us instantly and magically. It is a life-long process. We never get through growing in Christ, even though there are a few who may actually think they are perfect. Just like a new baby that is born into your family, he’ll just have to grow and become stronger. He’ll need a lot of patient help and encouragement from those who love him.
May I suggest a way that we could help prevent a lot of dropouts? Let’s say a man and his wife are baptized next Sunday in your congregation. Just imagine how much it would help this couple if you and your wife invited them to Sunday lunch that very day. You take them back to the church house and show them all around and say, “This is now your house of worship. This place is yours… make yourselves at home”. Then you sit with them in worship. You introduce them to several church members and especially to all their elders. Next Sunday you ask them to lunch again and this time you take two more couples with you so they’ll get to know these folks well. Take them to your home. Make every effort to truly be their “big brother and big sister.” Share with them some helpful hints about Bible study and prayer. Be sure to let them know you have a lot of growing to do yourself. Let them know that you don’t know all the answers to all the questions. Do this for a whole month. By then this couple will know that they have true friends in Christ. Surely every congregation could have a list of such people who stand ready to “adopt” every new member---even those who place membership could use this mentoring to help them in the assimilation process. But instead of implementing such a simple thing, we usually opt for another special class, or rearrange worship schedules. This only puts a band-aid where there may be a serious disease.
Imagine this scene in someone’s home. The family has just sat down to dinner. Someone says, “Where’s Joey? His chair is empty and I miss him.” A sibling says, “I miss him, too. He hasn’t eat-en a meal with us for over two months.” The father says, “When was the last time any of you saw Joey?” No one can remember, but it has been awhile. The family turns its attention to the meal and Joey’s name doesn’t come up much anymore. No one goes looking for Joey. I’ve known some pret-ty dysfunctional families, but I cannot imagine such a scene. Not in a real family. What would you think of a family where a person was missing and the parents said, “Tell you what, let’s change the time of our meals and see if that won’t bring him back.” Or, “Let’s break up and eat in pairs and see if that brings Joey back… maybe he just doesn’t want to eat with the whole family.” Nonsense! But somehow, in our churches we’ve bought the idea that such stopgap measures will solve our prob-lem of growth and bring wayward Christians back home. When a family member is absent for any reason we want to know why and what is wrong.  And we won’t eat until we find out where he is.
Now take stock of your congregation.  There are folks who have not been seen in a while.  Where’s Joey? Or Kenny? Or Debbie? Or Jim? Or Linda? Or Lawrence? Or: Stacey, Les, Theresa, Richard, Michelle, April, Glen, D.R, Crickett, Dondi, Doris, Judy, Margaret, or the many other children of the living God you can think of who are in grave danger because they are not here at “mealtime?” 
 
The Cleveland Contender


“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).


Bulletin for the congregation of the church of Christ (as named in Romans 16:16, and seen in existence from Acts 2 through Revelation 22) which meets here at: 209 West Delaware Street, Cleveland, Oklahoma, 74020. 


Our constantly updated website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.clevelandcoc.com" �www.clevelandcoc.com�


Office: (918) 358-3952; E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@clevelandcoc.com" �info@clevelandcoc.com�   





Schedule of Services: Sunday: Bible Class – 9:30 A.M; Worship – 


10:20 A.M. & 5:00 P.M; Wednesday: Bible Class – 7 P.M.


(Evangelist: Douglas E. Dingley (918) 805-0036; �HYPERLINK "mailto:doug.dingley@gmail.com"�doug.dingley@gmail.com�) 








