“WOULDN’T IT BE WONDERFUL IF…?” (Part One; August 4th Edition)

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if…? If every congregation in Cleveland taught the same, exact, black and white, biblical doctrine? If every congregation’s membership accepted and recognized every other congregations’ members as brethren – no exceptions? If there was no variation in different congregations’ doctrine of salvation? If there were no confusing or contradicting teachings separating one church from another? That is to say, wouldn’t it be wonderful if it were just simply normal to walk into any church building on a Sunday morning and ask and receive instruction as to what one must do to be saved, and then walk into any other church building on any other street corner in town the following Sunday, and ask the same questions and receive the same exact answers – along with “book, chapter, and verse” validation on both and all such occasions?

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could all just work side by side together as true brethren in the cause of Christ, with no doctrinal differences whatsoever to satanically divide, denominate, and separate us? If we were all convinced, convicted, and comprised, both of and in, only “…one body, …one spirit, …one hope, …one Lord, one faith, one baptism” and “…one God…” (Eph. 4:4-6); “…stand[ing] fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27), “…by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind” (Phil. 2:3), that we might all “…speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among [us], but that [we] be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment… (I Cor. 1:10)? Just what do you suppose that could do for the cause of Christ in Cleveland folks? (TO BE CONTINUED…)
“WOULDN’T IT BE WONDERFUL IF…?” (Part Two; August 11th Edition)

Last week we asked the question: Wouldn’t it be wonderful if…? And we went on to ask and consider the question, how wonderful would it be if all the different congregations in Cleveland (and by extension, around the world) all taught the same, exact, Biblical truth, and stood together in one mind and one spirit, striving earnestly side-by-side instead of striving separately in their divide, to serve the Lord, with one accord. We even furnished a number of Biblical references proving beyond a shadow of a doubt that this was indeed the Lord’s design, desire, and demand from the very beginning; verses such as Eph. 4:1-6; Phil. 1:27, 2:3; & I Cor. 1:10 (which see and read again). Obviously there are some who will say it simply can’t be done. To those, we say “why not?” In fact, to those who say such unity and oneness cannot be accomplished, we would say that they apparently don’t believe either in Jesus as Lord or His all-powerful authority (Matt. 28:18-20). HE said it could. HE said WE could (Phil. 4:13). His first-century church was instructed through His divinely-inspired apostles to be exactly that – one. See the above references again! Add to those, these four:

· “…who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church” (I Cor. 4:17). 

· “…And so I ordain in all the churches” (I Cor. 7:17).

· “...nor do the churches of God” (I Cor. 11:16).

· “…as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also…” (I Cor. 16:2).

So, obviously we can be - if we choose to be - all the same in Jesus. But How? We will see as we continue next week in Part 3.

“WOULDN’T IT BE WONDERFUL IF…?” (Part Three; August 18th Edition)

In the past 2 weeks of this current 4-part series, we have proven repeatedly from Scripture that Jesus wants all His congregations to be one in mind, mission, heart, and doctrine; that it was His desire, design, and demand from the very beginning, that there be no division amongst us (I Cor. 1:10). In fact, that was His very prayer the night before His crucifixion… (John 17: 21 & 23): “…that they may all be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in you; that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that you sent Me.” (Can you imagine what that kind of Christian oneness would do for the cause of Christ in the world around us???) “I in them, and You in Me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that you have sent Me…”

And so: we know this oneness is possible; Jesus both prayed for and stated that it was. But how do we do it? The secret is found in that very same chapter (Jn. 17). Notice as you read verses 1-26 how often He builds the case that such results are only possible when we stand firmly and exclusively on the truth of His word and His word alone (see vss. 6, 8, 12, 14, 17, 19, & 20) – nothing more, nothing less; when we commit to “calling Bible things by Bible names and doing Bible things in Bible ways;” when we commit to “speaking where the Bible speaks and being silent where the Bible is silent;” when we decide and dedicate ourselves completely to taking God, Jesus, and their authority (Matt. 28:18-20; Isa. 66:1-2) SERIOUSLY enough to throw off all human, man-made teachings, and go back to just Their word. THAT is the ONLY way Their unity is possible for us all to enjoy today… (TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK IN PT. 4) 
“WOULDN’T IT BE WONDERFUL IF…?” (Part Four; Conclusion)

We have seen from Scripture the past 3 weeks that Christ wanted and wants, desired and desires, demanded and demands, that all His disciples be one; one in doctrine, mind, heart, soul, spirit, and commitment; one in Christ Jesus, period; one in the truth of His word, alone (John 8:31-32). If we are to be pleasing to God, then all of us who tremble at His word (Isa. 66:2), must preach, teach, advocate and advance ONLY what He said.

And so, because I do tremble before and take God at His word, this is what I am proposing: I would like to see every church leader/preacher in Cleveland – bar none - get together and decide to go only by Scripture; to get together having determined beforehand to throw out every single teaching they ever held or taught – bar none - which is either not found in, or is somewhere contradicted by, God’s holy word. And I am indeed volunteering right now to host just such a series of serious, Scriptural meetings. What has any minister got to lose except theirs and your souls if they don’t? We know that all man-made teachings only lead to vain and useless worship – at least we know that if we believe Jesus. See for yourself (Matt. 15:3-9). 

It is high time for every church leader everywhere to seriously examine every facet of their doctrine – and especially those which denominate and divide them – and decide to go back to just the Bible and stand together on it, unified on it, and teaching only it, if they truly want to please, obey, and be with the Lord Jesus (Matt. 7:21-27; Lk. 6:46; Jn. 14:15). We in the churches of Christ (Ro. 16:16) have pled with people for many centuries to do just this very thing. If you live in Cleveland, and call yourself a Christian, then I plead with you today to contact your minister and encourage him to contact me if he’d be interested in such a meeting. And if he’s not… well, that should speak volumes to you about both where you should, and/or shouldn’t be seeking your own soul’s salvation answers… shouldn’t it?  

