News, Notes, and Announcements:
1. What about VBS…? 

2. Today is the last day to order/pay for ($14) your copy of Ready Reference For Growing Christians, a great study book which can be examined on the foyer table…
3. Fellowship Dinner will be next week on Sunday, March 7th…

4. Men’s Business Meeting will be Sunday afternoon, March 14th at 3:30 P.M.

PRAYER REQUESTS (Please inform Doug of all changes!!!): Don Sissom (Resolution of chest pain problems…); Don & Joyce Sissom’s granddaughter Rachel Perez (pregnancy problems with prematurity issues); Kevin Hickson (Lymph node biopsy results); Ray Hickson (test results); Vernon Berger and family (in the loss of Norma); Ken Goodman and family (in the loss of Margie); Trish Hammer (Jenna’s mom: cancer); Geraldine Downey, Tom Jackson, Jenna Hammer, Melissa Young, Laura Fulton (Recoveries from recent surgeries); Thomas Bolt (Medication complications); Frank Hubbard (employment), and son Colin (Medication regulation); Francis Deffenbaugh (Upcoming heart surgery); Shirley Hager, Ed Young, Ruth Haught (multiple health issues); Gloria Comstock, Gene Turner, Nina Via, Dustin Davis (cancer). 
March Service Assignments:
Announcements: Granville Sissom 
Song Leaders: Sun. AM: Alex B; Sun. PM: Dale T; Wed. PM: Doug D. 

Opening Prayer: 7th: Chris K; 14th: Kenny B; 21st: John P; 28th: Hardy C.
Communion: Tate Hager; Bob Plummer; Jeff Snyder; Ralph Smith.
Wed. Devotionals: 3RD: Alex B.; 10th: Doug D.; 17th: Tom B.; 24th: Tate H.; 31st: Dale T.  
Care of Communion: Margaret Crown; Lisa Hager 

Care of Fellowship Hall: Kenny & Betty; Chris & Connie; Doug & Karen 
Van Driver(s): Dale & Marynell Trimble
BIRTHDAYS: D.R. Smith (6th); Lacy Tucker (8th); Dan Hickson (11th); Lester Hager (15th); Robert Bentley (20th).
ANNIVERSARIES: D.R. & Crickett Smith (3rd); Denny & Peggy Moreino (7th); Frank & Barbara Turner (7th); Bob & Layna Plummer (8th); Alex & Lisa Brown (11th); Ralph & Kim Smith (22nd); John & Shelley Cunningham (24th).
           Welcome to worship this Lord’s Day, Feb. 28th, 2010!
                       -We are delighted with every soul present here today! To God be all the glory!

               -We would humbly ask all of our guests and visitors to please fill out a visitor’s card   

          from the pew rack in front of you and drop it in the collection plate when it comes around.

-A nursery for all who may need it is located immediately to your left as you exit the auditorium.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WOW! They say that “time flies when you’re having fun,” and boy is that the truth! It was exactly one year ago today, on February 28th, that Chris, Katie, Karen, and I arrived in Cleveland for the first time, for my Sunday, March 1st, teaching and preaching try-out for the vacant pulpit position here, and was graciously offered the job that same evening. And there’s not a day goes by that we aren’t grateful to God for all of you for it. Last February, just one short year ago, was truly one of the darkest times in our family’s spiritual history with all that we were having to endure (and had actually been enduring for some tear and depression-filled months as far as Karen was concerned) at the hands of a few less-than-Christ-like acting brethren (may the Lord not hold their sins against them - Acts 7:60). We even went so far as to seriously discuss not ever seeking another preaching position simply because of the spiritual wounds we sustained from that particular situation. But God is so good! And we prayed… and pleaded… and petitioned God constantly for wisdom, grace, and healing… and He listened… and He answered… and He brought us here… to “home,” to “heaven,” and to healing; to His faithful people here in Cleveland. And what a wonderful and medicinal year it’s been for all of us, all because of God working through all of you.

From that very first encounter with you that Sunday, it was very obvious to us that you were a God-fearing, hard-working, word-wanting, Christ-desiring, devoted and loving group of God’s children; in other words, exactly what we had been so longingly and prayerfully looking for – and we have not been disappointed! I still recall my shock and surprise on that Saturday in March (21st) when we showed up dog-tired and road-weary with the moving truck and all, and over half the congregation was there at the house to help us unload. I will never forget that as long as I live. Brethren, it has been a year of sweet healing for Karen and I, and God be praised, you are why.
In addition, your financial and personal-effort support for evangelistic outreach is a thing of beauty to behold. From funding the weekly newspaper column, to gathering on a Saturday morning to blanket the entire town with pamphlets passed out by hand, to the indescribable participation and financial funding both on a personal as well as congregational level as far as the ladies’ craft outreach to the needy is concerned, to the incredible efforts put forth for the families of those mourning the loss of loved ones, to the almost weekly benevolence that is sometimes requested by people in the community, to the way so many of you take time out of your schedules to show up at the hospital when word goes out that someone has been taken there (and the list could just go on and on), your love for the Lord (which is also reflected in your Sunday and Wednesday evening return ratio despite the multitude of miles so many of you must travel in order to be here) and subsequent efforts on Christ’s behalf, tell the awesome story of your great and abiding love and appreciation for your Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:10; Titus 2:11-14)… a love that my family is both humbled and privileged to be able to share and participate in as members of this congregation. You not only wear the Biblical name for the Lord’s church; you reflect the Biblical love that the Lord’s church is pictured in Scripture as possessing and reflecting (Jn. 13:33-34; I Cor. 16:14; II Jn. 1-6).  
Now of course things haven’t always gone exactly as we might’ve pictured, but in most cases that’s been a good thing; and wherever it didn’t seem to be, God has turned it into one (Ro. 8:28)! For example, we never envisioned that the situation with Alex and Lisa after he accepted that pulpit position in Southern Oklahoma would turn out with his becoming unemployed quite like he did. But God was with them, and has used you to help heal them too. Your acceptance and adoption of their entire family has brought much love and cheer to this old preacher’s heart. And simply put: They never would have made it through those difficult times anywhere near as well as they did without so much help, pray-er, and encouragement from so many of you, as you loved them with the love of the Lord.
And certainly one of the most magnificent experiences/highlights we’ve been blessed by God Himself to enjoy in our short one-year tenure here so far, was that tear-filled and terrific June 21st Sunday evening when several of our beloved brethren from the Westport congregation returned to our ranks. What a blessing they have been, and are, to all of us. 

And although almost everything we prayed for has been answered and experienced at the hand of almighty God in a way that vastly exceeds whatever meager expectations we might have dared to have (Eph. 3:20-21), as previously stated, not everything has gone exactly as I might have originally, ideally, hoped. For example, while in the interview I stated that it was my goal to get into everyone’s house in our first six months here, that still has yet to happen, and for that I do apologize. Granted, at the time I had no idea that I would be visiting so many fallen away members in order to hopefully help restore at least a few of them; but nonetheless, despite that time-consuming effort (and several others, not the least of which is the website which requires work on a weekly if not daily basis) I still regret not getting around to all of you sooner… but please understand, we’re working on it. But certainly my two greatest (and about the only other) regrets that I have are the following: 
· Number one; that we have not seen more baptisms/conversions to Christ. This is an ongoing issue we must daily address and be ever mindful to increase…
· And the second one is the loss of the one family of five from amongst our ranks. I know that there’s probably nothing more that could have been done, but any loss is a big loss. And despite the fact that they are at least still worshipping – albeit elsewhere – I just wish there was some way that they could have come to see and understand the true depth of the love, compassion, and concern, that forms the very heart and soul of this Christ-led and loving congregation, and to come to appreciate it as we have. (But even with the tragedy of their loss from amongst us, God has still blessed us both internally and numerically, as our monthly attendance averages continue to slowly but steadily rise, showing a 22% increase over last year at this same time. Praise God!!!)
Well anyway; as Karen and I have recently lamented and reflected on just where we were a year ago this week both geographically and spiritually, I just wanted you to know how very near and dear and special to our hearts you all are and how grateful to God we are to be here. In light of the entirety of this past year’s personal anxieties and the inner turmoil that the Lord has now turned into utter triumph, as well as our current sermon series on God the Creator and Intelligent Design, I thought the following page article was quite appropriate… 

Unfolding A Rosebud (Author Unknown)
A young, new preacher was walking with an older, more seasoned preacher in the garden one day and feeling a bit insecure about what God had for him to do; he inquiring of the older preacher. The older preacher walked up to a rosebud and handed the young preacher the rosebud and told him to open it up without tearing off any petals…

The young preacher looked in disbelief at the older preacher and was trying to figure out what a rosebud could possibly have to do with his wanting to know the WILL OF GOD for his life and for his ministry. Because of his high respect for the older preacher, he proceeded to TRY to unfold the rose while keeping every petal intact. It wasn’t long before he realized how impossible it was to do so. Noticing the young preacher’s inability to un-fold the rosebud while keeping it intact, the older preacher began to recite the following poem…
It is only a tiny rosebud, a flower of GOD’S design; 

But I cannot unfold the petals, with these clumsy hands of mine.

The secret of unfolding flowers, is not known to one such as I.

GOD opens this flower so sweetly, when in my hands they fade and die.

If I cannot unfold a rosebud, this flower of GOD’S own design, 
Then how can I think I have wisdom, to unfold this life of mine?

So I’ll trust in Him for His leading, each moment of every day. 

I will look to Him for His guidance, each step of the pilgrim way.

The pathway that lies before me, only my heavenly Father knows; 

I’ll trust Him to unfold the moments… Just as He unfolds the rose.
_________________________________________________________________________

GOD’S TRUTH IS: 

Absolute; not obsolete.

Inspired; not expired.

Final; not fickle.
GOD’S TRUTH DOES, THEREFORE: Demand obedience; not avoidance!

“O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called…” (I Timothy 6:20, KJV)
Affirming The faith: What an Awesome weekend!!!
Karen and I took advantage of the opportunity on Friday and Saturday, February 19th–20th, to attend a spiritual feast for the ages when we went to Oklahoma City for “Affirming The Faith,” a simply incredible seminar held at the North MacArthur church of Christ; an event which saw approximately 1,060 in attendance. The singing was super; the speakers were spectacular; the fellowship was fabulous; and God was glorified! 
There were many there whose names many of you would recognize; from Phil Sanders, to Brad Harrub, to Neal Pollard, to Dan Jenkins, to Howard Norton, and the list goes on and on. Classes included such topics as, Can God Be Trusted, Does God Still Run, Am I Convicted, Rekindling The Fire, Rise Up And Build, Examine The Evidence, What Does God Want From Me, and many other outstanding and much needed lessons and encouragement sessions which can all be downloaded from www.affirmingthefaithok.com. 

Please mark your calendars now for next year’s edition which will occur on February 25th-26th (the vast majority of lessons occurring on that Saturday so that many can attend even if they drive down early Saturday morning). It would be an uplift of immense proportions to attend and it is my hope that many of us might be able to indeed attend together from Cleveland next year. We need more of this sort of fellowship and spiritual feasting for sure. Please set aside the dates now for next year!
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Also; I would like to keep everyone updated and let them know what a wonderful outreach example and fellowship opportunity that the ladies’ craft outreach to the needy is now turning into. A good sister at the Owasso church of Christ (the same folks who do the prison ministry that you can read about on the bulletin board) has recently invited our hard-working knitting and crocheting sisters to come over for lunch and to bring some of their completed projects and present a session on just how to get started and carry to completion, a similar program in their congregation – including of course, some involved instruction. We are grateful to God for all of the good saints here who are so intimately involved in this intensive outreach; whether they knit, crochet, supply funds, sign cards, deliver goods, seek new outlets, supply their own yarn, sacrifice so much time with their spouses, or pray for the continued success of the program. All are vital, all are needed, and all are welcome!!!!!! 
Keep it up brethren! To God be the glory; always and in all ways!
 
The Cleveland Contender


“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).


Bulletin for the congregation of the church of Christ (as named in Romans 16:16, and seen in existence from Acts 2 through Revelation 22) which meets here at: 209 West Delaware Street, Cleveland, Oklahoma, 74020. 


Constantly updated new website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.clevelandcoc.com" �www.clevelandcoc.com�


Office: (918) 358-3952; E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@clevelandcoc.com" �info@clevelandcoc.com�   





Schedule of Services: Sunday: Bible Class – 9:30 A.M; Worship – 


10:20 A.M. & 5:00 P.M; Wednesday: Bible Class – 7 P.M.





Evangelist: Douglas E. Dingley (918) 805-0036; �HYPERLINK "mailto:doug.dingley@gmail.com"�doug.dingley@gmail.com� 








